
Alma Mater
by A. Dennee Bibb, 1911

Dear Lincoln, Dear Lincoln,  

To Thee we’ll e’er be true.  

The golden hours we spent beneath 

The dear old Orange and Blue,  

Will live for e’er in memory,  

As guiding stars through life;  

For thee, our Alma Mater dear,  

We’ll rise in our might.  

For we love ev’ry inch of thy sacred soil,

Ev’ry tree on thy campus green;  

And for thee with our might  

We will ever toil  

That thou mightest be supreme.  

We’ll raise thy standard to the sky, 

Midst glory and honor to fly.  

And constant and true  

We will live for thee anew,  

Our dear old Orange and Blue.  

Hail! Hail! Lincoln. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Lincoln University Graduates and Families,

On behalf of the entire university family, I am pleased to extend 
sincerest congratulations to you, the Class of 2018. We applaud 
your dedication and determination to earn a degree.  We are 
certain that your years at Lincoln have prepared you well for the 
world beyond the arches. We wish you nothing but continued 
success as you depart to take on the world. 

I also extend heartfelt thanks to the parents, guardians, families, and friends of the Class of 
2018.  Thank you for entrusting us with the humbling responsibility of sharing in the personal and 
intellectual enhancement of these graduates.  While they sit in the seats of honor and receive 
their treasured diplomas, this graduation belongs to you as well.  I know your support has been 
invaluable to their success.  

Graduates, you are forever the sons and daughters of this great institution.  Your alma mater is 
proud of your accomplishments.  We know that you will carryforward our legacy of excellence in all 
that you do. 

You entered to learn — you are now liberated and ready to lead.

Congratulations!

Brenda A. Allen ’81
President
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ORDER OF CEREMONY

*Audience rises.
+Audience remains in place until 
recessional is completed. 

Presiding
Brenda A. Allen, Ph.D., ’81
President, Lincoln University

Prelude 
Lincoln University Symphonic Band
Timothy Chambers, Director of Bands

*Processional
Pomp and Circumstance No. 1

Composed by Edward Elgar
Arranged by James Ployhar

Lincoln University Symphonic Band

Invocation
Rev. Frederick T. Faison, Ed.D.

University Chaplain

Opening Remarks
President Allen

Greetings
Theresa R. Braswell ’84

Chairlady, Board of Trustees

Musical Selection
Lift Every Voice and Sing – Composed by John R. Johnson / Written by James W. Johnson / arr. Sarjeant

LU Concert Choir and Symphonic Band
Camilla Horne, Ph.D., Director of Choral Activities

Musical Selection
Emblem of Unity Concert March by J.J. Richards / Edited by James Swearingen

LU Symphonic Band

Introduction of Valedictorian
Patricia Pierce Ramsey, Ph.D.

Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

Valedictory Address
Prisca C. Obidike

Musical Selection
Glory

Composed by John Legend with Common
Performed by Lincoln University Concert Choir

John Legend solo – Thomas Nash
Rapping sections – Deiondre’ Brown

Introduction of Speaker
Gionelly Mills ’18

President, Student Government Association

Commencement Address
Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.

Congresswoman
12th Congressional District of North Carolina
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*Audience rises.
+Audience remains in place until 
recessional is completed. 

Conferral of Honorary Degrees

Reading of Citation
Christina Kerns, MFA

Assistant Professor, Department of Visual and Performing Arts

Doctor of Humane Letters
Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.

Congresswoman, 12th Congressional District of North Carolina

****** 

Reading of Citation
Emmanuel Babatunde, Ph.D.

Professor & Chair, Department of Sociology & Criminal Justice

Doctor of Humane Letters
Sheila L. Oliver ’74

Lieutenant Governor, State of New Jersey

****** 

Reading of Citation
D. Zizwe Poe, Ph.D.

Professor, Department of History, Political Science & Philosophy

Doctor of Humane Letters
Vincent J. Hughes

Senator, 7th Senatorial District in Pennsylvania

****** 

Reading of Citation
Claude M. Tameze, Ph.D.

Associate Professor & Chair, Department of Mathematical Sciences

Doctor of Sciences
James A. Donaldson, Ph.D., ’61

Professor Emeritus, Mathematics, Howard University

Presentation of Candidates and Conferral of Degrees
President Allen and Provost Ramsey

Patricia A. Joseph, Ph.D.
Dean

Induction into the Alumni Association of Lincoln University
Meta H. Timmons, DVM, ’79

President, Alumni Association of Lincoln University

Closing Remarks
President Allen

*Alma Mater
Words by A. Dennee Bibb, 1911

*Benediction
Rev. Dr. Faison

+Recessional
Regal Procession

Composed by Clifton Williams
Lincoln University Symphonic Band
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Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa
The Honorable Sheila Oliver ’74
Lieutenant Governor, State of New Jersey

Lt. Gov. Sheila Oliver, a native of Newark, New Jersey, attended the Newark 
Public School System, graduating from Weequahic High School. She entered 
Lincoln University and earned a bachelor’s degree, cum laude, in sociology, 
then obtained a Master of Science degree from Columbia University in New 
York in community organization, planning and administration.

She began her career working in municipal government, serving as the 
director of the Office of Youth Services and Special Projects for the City of 
Newark, within the Mayor’s Office of Employment and Training. She was 
responsible for developing strategic plans to prepare youth 14 – 21 for entry 
into post-secondary education and entry into the workforce, developing 

Requests for Proposals and funding employment and training organizations to deliver program services.

A decade later, Lt. Gov. Oliver became the development director for The Newark Literacy Campaign, while 
working at Caldwell College as the coordinator of career guidance within the Educational Opportunity 
Fund Program. For several years, she worked on several college campuses, teaching classes in achievement 
motivation, non-profit management, and pre-college preparation. During this time, Lt. Gov. Oliver served as 
a consultant to a variety of non-profit organizations to provide training in board and program development; 
grantsmanship and financial management, and spent several years as the director of the Essex County 
Division of Community Action, an anti-poverty initiative established by the federal government.

In 1996, Lt. Gov. Oliver became an Essex County Freeholder, and served on the Board of Chosen Freeholders 
until 1999. Lt. Gov. Oliver has spent a significant number of years serving on the boards of voluntary 
nonprofit organizations, including but not limited to East Orange General Hospital Board of Trustees; the 
United Way; the Newark Coalition for Neighborhoods; the East Orange Board of Education; the Newark 
Collaboration Group; the Rutgers-Newark Educational Opportunity Fund Advisory Council; the Global 
Women’s Leadership Collaborative of NJ; the Essex County and East Orange Committees on the Status of 
Women; Programs for Parents; and a number of other community-based entities. She has held membership 
in the Women’s Political Caucus of NJ, the NAACP and the Urban League. 

Lt. Gov. Oliver was elected to the NJ General Assembly in 2003 and began to serve her first term in 2004, 
representing District 34, which currently includes East Orange, Orange, Montclair and Clifton. The district 
previously contained Glen Ridge and Woodland Park. During her tenure in the General Assembly, she 
chaired the Human Services Committee, and served on the Labor, Higher Education, Women and Children, 
Commerce and Economic Development, and Transportation and Independent Authorities committees.

She also served on the Joint Committee on the Public Schools and the Economic Justice and Equal 
Employment Opportunity. In 2010, the Lt. Gov. became the Speaker of the General Assembly, and served 
as Speaker until 2014. She became only the second woman in New Jersey’s 300-year history to serve as 
Speaker, and the second African-American woman in the United States to lead a legislative house, following 
Congresswoman Karen Bass, who served as Speaker in California.

During her tenure as Speaker, she was active in the National Speakers Association, the State Legislative 
Leaders Conference, the National Conference of State Legislatures, and Women In Government. Lt. Gov. 
Oliver has resided in the City of East Orange for over 40 years. 

HONORARY DEGREE
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HONORARY DEGREE

Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa
Senator Vincent J. Hughes
7th Senatorial District in Pennsylvania

Senator Vincent J. Hughes is a leading progressive voice on local, state, 
and national issues. He was elected by his colleagues in 2010 to be the 
Democratic Chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee. He has 
been a member of the Pennsylvania Senate for over 20 years, first elected 
to represent the 7th Senatorial District in 1994. Senator Hughes served as a 
member of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives from 1987 to 1994. 
During that time, he was the chair of the Pennsylvania Legislative Black 
Caucus from 1991 to 1994.

As a key member of the Democratic leadership team in the Senate, 
Senator Hughes has been a champion on major policy issues such as 
expanding healthcare for low-income workers, raising the minimum wage, 

defending the right to vote, fighting for increased funding for public education, and rebuilding PA’s distressed 
communities. As Democratic Chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee, Senator Hughes also plays 
a major role in developing Pennsylvania’s annual budget of over $30 billion and guiding the state’s spending 
priorities. 

Senator Hughes was a leader in the fight for the full implementation of the Affordable Care Act in 
Pennsylvania. The centerpiece and final part of this struggle was the successful implementation of Medicaid 
Expansion, which is providing health insurance to over 500,000 low income working people who previously 
could not afford to purchase coverage on their own. 

Senator Hughes has recently received national attention for his bold proposal for universal voter registration. 
Under his legislation, all eligible individuals who interact with state government—such as getting a driver’s 
license, accessing social services, or obtaining a hunting permit— would automatically be added to the voter 
rolls. This unique bill goes further than any other legislation in the country to expand the right to vote and 
increase voter participation.

Senator Hughes has also been recognized both locally and nationally for his work on HIV/AIDS, and the 
challenges of mental/behavioral health in the African-American community. His commitment to creating 
access to college is demonstrated through his service on the board of directors of the Pennsylvania Higher 
Education Assistance Agency and the Cheyney University Council of Trustees. Senator Hughes and his family 
have also established the James Hughes Memorial Scholarship Fund in honor of his late father. The fund has 
given out more than $1 million in scholarships to over 400 students.

In all of his work, which has taken him across the state and around the world, Senator Hughes is staunchly 
committed to the progress of his 7th Senatorial District, which encompasses portions of Philadelphia 
and Montgomery County. Senator Vincent Hughes is a member of the Mt. Carmel Baptist Church, and is 
supported by his loving wife, actress, entertainer and activist Sheryl Lee Ralph, and their blended family of 
four children.



L I N C O L N  U N I V E R S I T Y8

HONORARY DEGREE

Doctor of Sciences, honoris causa
James A. Donaldson, Ph.D., ’61
Professor Emeritus, Mathematics, Howard University
Alumnus and Former Interim President of Lincoln University

Dr. James A. Donaldson earned a bachelor’s degree from Lincoln University 
in 1961. He received a master of science degree in mathematics in 1963 
and a doctorate in mathematics in 1965 — both from the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign  — after writing his thesis in differential 
equations under the supervision of Professor Ray G. Langebartel. His 
interests in differential equations have continued and his research 
publications include numerous papers in analysis, differential equations, 
and applied mathematics. He has lectured widely on his research in North 
America, Africa, Asia, and Europe. 

Other interests of Dr. Donaldson include the history of mathematics, mathematics education, and the 
training of mathematics teachers. It is Dr. Donaldson’s view that the manner in which mathematics is 
presented to undergraduate students is pushing away many potential mathematics students. Also, he 
observes that many students enter college devoid of fundamental mathematical skills normally taught in 
high school. To correct this problem, he believes that mathematics departments must play a greater role in 
training mathematics teachers and developing mathematics curricula. 

Following appointments at Southern University (summers of 1964, 1965, and 1966), Howard University 
(1965-1966), the University of Illinois at Chicago (1966-1971), and the University of New Mexico (1969-
1971), he returned to Howard University in 1971. He has held visiting positions at The Courant Institute of 
Mathematical Science, the University of Victoria (British Columbia, Canada), the University of Ferrara (Italy), 
and Duke University. 

During his tenure as chairman (1972-1990), the Howard University Mathematics Department underwent a 
transformation ushering in a strong research program that justified the development and inauguration of 
the first and only Ph.D. degree program at an African American University. This program has become a major 
producer in America of African American holders of a Ph.D. degree in mathematics. 

Dr. Donaldson has served as a member of committees in several professional mathematics and science 
organizations. He has held national offices in several professional organizations: member of the Council of 
the American Mathematical Society, second vice president of the Mathematical Association of America, and 
editor of the newsletter of the National Association of Mathematicians. He has served as a consultant to the 
National Science Foundation, the National Research Council, the Sloan Foundation, the Educational Testing 
Service, several state boards of Education, many mathematics departments, and the D.C. public school 
system. 

Dr. Donaldson served as interim president of Lincoln University (Fall 1998). He is a former president of the 
Alumni Association of Lincoln University, and a former member of the Lincoln University Board of Trustees.
Dr. Donaldson has endowed two Lincoln University scholarships: The Audrey Brown Donaldson Endowed 
Scholarship and The James A. “Moose” Parker Memorial Endowed Scholarship.





DEGREE CANDIDATES 

Early Childhood Education and Special Education 
Tynesha Katie Renee Brothers 

Carl D. Canty** 

Bryan Michael Dearry 

Shirelle A. Erving 

Kenneth K. Glover 

Ashley Nicole Hackney 

Neville L. Hill-Brown 

Salimah Johnson-Rasheed 

Ron-Shanita Dior Morris 

David M. Patterson 

Brittany D. Pope 

Diedra Lashawn Rouse 

Courtney M. Simpson 

Candace M. Williams 

Mattie L. Williams 

Kelly Nicole Wilson** 

Sandra L. Wooley** 

Educational Leadership 
Tanazha Janice Baylis 

Stephanie Nicole Bowens 

Deighton Alonzo Boyd 

Chastity Tynikia Forde-Briscoe 

Shanda M. Graves 

Kyle Dwayne Morris Jr. 

Juanita Barbara Peek 

J'Lani D. Pryce 

Ruqayyah Sabreen Rashad 

Andrea Wallace 

HUMAN SERVICES 

Human Services 
Muslimah Abdul-Jabbar** 

Safiallah W. Abdullah** 

Shawn Adderley** 

Chelsea Baines** 

Annie Patricia Benns** 

Stacey Talisha Boyd** 

LaFleur D. Brown** 

Kimesha Conyers** 

Ebenezer Diabene** 

Nafisa Kicha Downs** 

Justice N. Ellis** 

Marcus Elmore** 

Denise N. Fontain-King** 

Rashidia De'Kia Green** 

Carl James Heath** 

DerrickLamont W. Harris** 

Charity Rena Hart** 

Cherae Ann'marie Johnson** 

Harrison Q. Johnson** 

Philadelphia, PA 

Newark, NJ 

Philadelphia, PA 

Philadelphia, PA 

Lansdowne, PA 

Philadelphia, PA 

Philadelphia, PA 

Philadelphia, PA 

Philadelphia, PA 

Philadelphia, PA 

Yeadon, PA 

Bristol, PA 

Philadelphia, PA 

Philadelphia, PA 

Folcroft, PA 

Darby, PA 

Philadelphia, PA 

Philadelphia, PA 

Yeadon, PA 

Philadelphia, PA 

Brooklyn, NY 

Philadelphia, PA 

Philadelphia, PA 

Philadelphia, PA 

Kingston, Jaimaca 

Philadelphia, PA 

Philadelphia, PA 

Philadelphia, PA 

Philadelphia, PA 

Philadelphia, PA 

Philadelphia, PA 

Philadelphia, PA 

Philadelphia, PA 

West Palm Beach, FL 

Philadelphia, PA 

Koforidua, Ghana 

Newark, NJ 

Philadelphia, PA 

Philadelphia, PA 

Cheltenham, PA 

Philadelphia, PA 

Philadelphia, PA 

Newark, NJ 

Richmond, VA 

Philadelphia, PA 

Philadelphia, PA 

. . 
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DEGREE CANDIDATES

BACCALAUREATE DEGREES

DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY 
 Biology 
  Dariece LaShaye Armstrong Los Angeles, CA
  Breanna Raissa Boase Baldwin, NY
  Alexis Llewellyn Stewart Brown Dunellen, NJ
  Amber Monique Cale Middletown, DE
	 	 Chantel	Marie	Carter	 Utica,	NY
  Terrell Ellis Carter Philadelphia, PA
  Jelahni Aquila Ellis Philadelphia, PA
  JorDonna Alexis Frazier Upper Marlboro, MD
  Michael D. Hall Jr. Philadelphia, PA
  Nijewel Xavier Robin Malcolm Holliday Burlington Township, NJ
  Nonyelum Victoria Ibik** Laurel, MD
  Nnamdi Ezenwa Ihejirika Oxford, PA
  Katrina Indigo Jackson Philadelphia, PA
  Tema Nichole Kidd Philadelphia, PA
	 	 Ayana	Juanita	McLaren	 Pittsford,	NY
  Chinonso Amanda Obidike Bethlehem, PA
  Prisca C. Obidike Bethlehem, PA
  Asia Sharell Quick Upper Marlboro, MD
	 	 Marvalyn	Shlay	Sandling	 Pittsburgh,	PA
  Siani Savanna Snaith Philadelphia, PA
  Ta’afulisia Fa’amatala June Ualotu Farrell, PA
  Elizabeth W. Wagura Newark, DE
 
 Environmental Science 
	 	 Dashawn	Nicole	Asegbola	 Baltimore	City,	MD
  Shane Steven Fleming Harrisburg, PA
  Shekinah Lynia Vann Philadelphia, PA
 
 General Science 
  Jasmin Aikela Harrison Bridgeport, CT
 
DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS & ENTREPRENEURIAL STUDIES
	 Accounting 
  Nadine Tamaraumiemene Ebebi Yenagoa, Nigeria
  Capathia Lynne Mason-Edwards New Castle, DE
  Nichole R. Preston Waldorf, MD
  Brianna Amanda Rivers Brooklyn, NY
  Eunide St-Fleur Philadelphia, PA
 
	 Business	Administration 
  Carmen Edwards* Philadelphia, PA
 
 Finance 
  Imani Holder-Gaitor Andros, The Bahamas
  Barcley J. Julot Jersey City, NJ
  Kai A. Kinsey Maplewood, NJ
  Malik Emelio McMillan Harlem, NY
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DEGREE CANDIDATES

  Shamina Ayana Stevens Darby, PA
  Eunide St-Fleur Philadelphia, PA
  Carmen Nina West Waldorf, MD
  Shantel A. Wong Brooklyn, NY

	 Information	Technology 
  De’Shawn Jameed Frazier** Owings Mills, MD
  Darriyante Shawntariuz Tremanye Johnson Philadelphia, PA
  Diamond Mickle Fredericksburg, VA
  Breanna Rose Pigford Philadelphia, PA
  Shantel A. Wong Brooklyn, NY
 
	 Management 
  Delonte Armstrong Washington, DC
  Aaliyah Simone Auguste Newark, NJ
  Taylor Irene Brantley South Brunswick, NJ
  Dashawn Brice Brooklyn, NY
	 	 Jordan	Samuel	Brown	 Baltimore,	MD
  Michael Johann Brown Norristown, PA
  Samir Trequan Caleb Philadelphia, PA
  Jaleel Chain Newark, NJ
	 	 Joslyn	Vonetta	Cunningham	 Wilmington,	DE
  André Brandon Davis Wilmington, DE
  Jefari Davis Syracuse, NY
  Tyler Armand Davis Vallejo, CA
  Kaliah M. Evans Mount Vernon, NY
  Aisha A. Frazier Philadelphia, PA
  De’Shawn Jameed Frazier** Owings Mills, MD
  Yolanda M. Grange** Wilmington, DE
  Tomell Elijah Harbison Odenton, MD
  Ira D. Hunt IV Saint Albans, NY
  Sean Antonio James Newark, DE
  John Armond Jamison Philadelphia, PA
  Rudolph Edward King IV Philadelphia, PA
  Zina Yonta Lee Philadelphia, PA
  Quetcy Maria Lozada Philadelphia, PA
  Anton Q. Middleton Washington, DC
  Nichele Raé Norman Yonkers, NY
	 	 Valon	T.	Pennix	 Pittsburgh,	PA
  Keanu T. Phillips-Johnson Brooklyn, NY
  Brianna Amanda Rivers Brooklyn, NY
	 	 Davon	Tate	 Baltimore,	MD
  Carmen Nina West Waldorf, MD
 
DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY & PHYSICS 
	 Biochemistry	and	Molecular	Biology 
  Nnedi Gabrielle Agubokwu Upper Marlboro, MD
  Ceryce Antonia Collie Nassau, Bahamas
  Nile Isis Anna Garner Queens, NY
  Nnamdi Ezenwa Ihejirika Oxford, PA
	 	 Ayana	Juanita	McLaren	 Pittsford,	NY
  Lisa Roxen Mwanza West Chester, PA
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DEGREE CANDIDATES

 Chemistry 
  Amber Monique Cale Middletown, DE
 
 Engineering Science 
  Uchechi Anyanwu Philadelphia, PA
  Marc S. Hill Jr. Philadelphia, PA
 
DEPARTMENT OF COMPUTER SCIENCE 
 Computer Science 
  Richard T. Ajala Ibadan, Nigeria
  Deiondre’ Winston Brown Coatesville, PA
  Eric Burris Jr. Owings Mills, MD
  Ferdinand M. Feubodei Yenagoa, Nigeria
  Fiyinfoluwa Adebusola Gbosibo Idomodu, Nigeria
  Rumeel Jessamy Philadelphia, PA
  Stephen D’Ontaye Lloyd Bowie, MD
  Chanel D. Mack White Plains, MD
  Aliyah Jenille McIlwain Detroit, MI
  Kasim Al-Amin Nasir II Owings Mills, MD
  Otega Owho-Ovuakporie Clayton, DE
  Segunfunmi B. Oyedele Ilaro, Nigeria
  Cornelius Harding Pearson III Washington, DC
  Timothy Wall Philadelphia, PA
 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SCIENCE 
 Health Science 
  Safonda Lynn Andrews Philadelphia, PA
	 	 Rakiya	Tanasia	Braham**	 Springfield	Gardens,	NY
	 	 Kimberly	Nicole	Curtis	 Baltimore,	MD
  Tiana Foster** Bronx, NY
	 	 Jelani	Ayinde	Anthony	Hendrickson	 Plainfield,	NJ
  Karon Kevin Hill Philadelphia, PA
  Brandin Christopher House Philadelphia, PA
  Sabriyah B. Johnson Roselle, NJ
  Dashon D. Jones Easton, PA
  Lydia N. Kinard Brooklyn, NY
  Wadel B. Louis** Miami, FL
	 	 India	Adrianna	Matthews	 Olney,	MD
  Diamond Moneé McNair Olney, MD
  Khari Lateef Ngozi Philadelphia, PA
	 	 Jasmine	Patterson	 North	East,	MD
	 	 Teira	Marie	Pendleton	 Baltimore,	MD
  Andre Sean Price Rialto, CA
  Rashard O. Rae Bronx, NY
  Jaleel Tarod Reddick Union, NJ
  Briyanna Symone Rison Statesville, NC
  Mariah Isabel Russell Saint Louis, MO
	 	 Diamond	Lexus	Scott	 Piscataway,	NJ
	 	 Stephen	R.	Scott	 Baltimore,	MD
  Michael Shuler Philadelphia, PA
  Ashley Varice Hillside, NJ
  Siani Aliyah Williams Philadelphia, PA
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DEGREE CANDIDATES

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY, POLITICAL SCIENCE, & PHILOSOPHY
 History 
  Kaela Danyele Brooks** Canal Winchester, OH
 
 Pan-Africana Studies 
  Khari Ali Evans Philadelphia, PA
  Ellisiah Samaah Hall Harlem, NY
  Jasmine Sierra Newton Brooklyn, NY
  Madison Marie Washington Vallejo, CA

	 Political	Science 
  Adia Lynn Berkel Wilmington, DE
  Alliah Janae Blue Slidell, LA
  Jasmine Dawn Chisholm Wyandanch, NY
  Deja Monae Cordova Paterson, NJ
	 	 Jada	Monie’	Davis	 Baltimore,	MD
  Nydaaja S. Davis Jersey City, NJ
  Charmaine Monique Dickerson Linden, NJ
  Cianna Ashleigh Green* Wilmington, DE
	 	 Tytiana	Nasha	Jackson	 Philadelphia,	PA
  Tania S. McCalman Brooklyn, NY
  Gionelly Gerald Mills West Hempstead, NY
  Amanda Okodugha Norrkoping, Sweden
	 	 Zayquan	Otis	Powell	 Brooklyn,	NY
  Phillip T. Quander-Mosley Bowie, MD
  Jarrel Meshac Strong Chester, PA
  Natasha G. Teape Queens, NY
 
 Religion 
	 	 Zayquan	Otis	Powell	 Brooklyn,	NY
 
DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGES & LITERATURE 
 English Liberal Arts 
  Tauheed J. Alim Philadelphia, PA
  Talia Rose Best Brooklyn, NY
  Jade Ashlee Daniels Philadelphia, PA
	 	 Jada	Monie’	Davis	 Baltimore,	MD
  Ronald Quincy Evans III Drexel Hill, PA
  LaTessa F. Gray** Kent, OH
  Bahijah M. Hasan Philadelphia, PA
  Sarye Malika Huggins Brooklyn, NY
	 	 Tatiana	Louise	Hyman	 Washington,	DC
  Tamarrin Joy Johnson Chesapeake, VA
  Gionelly Gerald Mills West Hempstead, NY
  Marcus G. Pierre Fords, NJ
  Dimita T. Pugh Los Angeles, CA
 
 Spanish 
  Lamech Abimael Allain Philadelphia, PA
  Safonda Lynn Andrews Philadelphia, PA
	 	 Nakiera	Hopkins	 Baltimore,	MD
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DEGREE CANDIDATES

DEPARTMENT OF MASS COMMUNICATIONS 
	 Mass	Communications 
  Elias Ajuwa* Port Harcourt, Nigeria
  Lashawn Ayers Philadelphia, PA
  Jaden Kent Baird** Ozone Park, NY
	 	 Kaden	D.	Bradley	 Kennett	Square,	PA
	 	 Marquis	Keith-Evann	Butler	 Philadelphia,	PA
	 	 Marla	Nicole	Carter	 Quarryville,	PA
	 	 Bar-Rae	Jaquoy	Martel	Choice	Jr.	 Philadelphia,	PA
	 	 Brittany	Lexus	Cureton	 Linden,	NJ
  Jade Ashlee Daniels Philadelphia, PA
	 	 Gabriel	Jaleel	Davis	 San	Francisco,	CA
	 	 Quinton	Emmanuel	Davis	 Philadelphia,	PA
  Maso Denardeus Dodd Jr. Philadelphia, PA
  Jazmin Chantay Dogan Philadelphia, PA
	 	 Qadir	F.	El-Amin	 Baltimore,	MD
	 	 Sandra	Mozell	Glover**	 Philadelphia,	PA
  Najé Graham Queens, NY
	 	 Marvin-Raisaun	Gregg	 Queens,	NY
  Danielle Groomes Philadelphia, PA
	 	 Michael	D.	Howard**	 Bronx,	NY
  Terrence D. Johnson Los Angeles, CA
  Yadirah Johnson Philadelphia, PA
  Karanah M. Knight Philadelphia, PA
	 	 Xavier	K.	Lawrence	 Bronx,	NY
	 	 Janay	Serene	Morgan	 Philadelphia,	PA
	 	 Taylor	Rochelle	Murphy	 Washington,	DC
  Bria G. Pool Philadelphia, PA
	 	 Afiya	A.	Rawls	 Hillside,	NJ
	 	 Cedric	M.	Sealy	 Albrightsville,	PA
	 	 Malachi	Seney	 Philadelphia,	PA
	 	 Brooke	Nashea	Smith	 Philadelphia,	PA
	 	 Elijah	Shakim	Smith	 Elmont,	NY
	 	 Ivana	Chloe	Smith	 Brooklyn,	NY
	 	 Evan	M.	Stephens	 Upper	Marlboro,	MD
  Taylor Gabriel Thompson** Philadelphia, PA
	 	 Derrick	Anthony	Washington	Sr.*	 Washington,	DC
 
DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICAL SCIENCES 
	 Mathematics 
	 	 Fiyinfoluwa	Adebusola	Gbosibo	 Idomodu,	Nigeria
  Aliyah Jenille McIlwain Detroit, MI
	 	 Serena	Mercedes	Melendrez	 Las	Cruces,	NM
	 	 Otega	Owho-Ovuakporie	 Clayton,	DE
	 	 Yared	Tadesse	 Washington,	DC
 
DEPARTMENT OF NURSING 
 Nursing 
	 	 Margaret	Bernardez	 Bronx,	NY
	 	 Nadia	Monique	Blache	 Jamaica,	NY
	 	 Latuan	D.	Boggerty	 Dover,	DE
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DEGREE CANDIDATES

  Alexis Aishia Brown Philadelphia, PA
  Tiarra D. Campbell Washington, PA
  Kayla Brianna Carey Sharon Hill, PA
  Belinda Civil Brooklyn, NY
	 	 Jordyn	Alexis	Davis	 Folcroft,	PA
  Jabreeah N. Harris Wilmington, DE
  Courtney Marlo Hayles Bear, DE
  Rashaé Unique Hobbs Washington, DC
  Jada Elyse Johnson Philadelphia, PA
  Eunice Modukpe Kelome Philadelphia, PA
	 	 Mary	Gloria	Martinie	 Cochranville,	PA
  Samuel Gabriel McCalla Bronx, NY
	 	 Katheleen	Nguyen	 Nottingham,	PA
  Joecoline Okechukwu Nwachukwu Blackwood, NJ
  Bobbi Orlandria Pough Philadelphia, PA
  Markita Renee Reddy Philadelphia, PA
	 	 Miles	Gregory	Scott	 Plainfield,	NJ
  Anna-Jane Amarachukwu Smith Philadelphia, PA
  Terrence T. Stephen Jr. Miramar, FL
  Dominique R. Taylor Riverhead, NY
  Aaron D. White Randallstown, MD
  Maurice White-Harris Philadelphia, PA
  Javonna Williams Jersey City, NJ
 
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY & HUMAN SERVICES 
 Human Services 
  Juanita I. Allen Philadelphia, PA
  Maya Symone’ Allison Oxford, PA
  Brenda Barnwell Philadelphia, PA
  D’Aisha Renee Bates Harrisburg, PA
  Taylor L. Benns Philadelphia, PA
	 	 Herman	L.	Bentley	 Atlantic	City,	NJ
  Angelic Bradley Philadelphia, PA
  Walton Andrew Brown Norristown, PA
  Tymara Joy Burton Washington, DC
  Guy-Manno Ciné Jacksonville, FL
  Arreona Monae Colon Wilmington, DE
  Ashley Anyia Daye Bronx, NY
  Veronica A. Flemmings Bridgeport, CT
	 	 Darlene	Glover	Burchette	 Philadelphia,	PA
  Ja’Ne Lauren Hall Rochester, NY
  Yolanda Racine Henderson Philadelphia, PA
	 	 Tahir	Jefferson	 Philadelphia,	PA
  Briana A. Johnson Philadelphia, PA
  Stefanie Renée Jordan Philadelphia, PA
  David Eugene Joseph Coatesville, PA
	 	 Kristian	Akiya	Latimore	 Philadelphia,	PA
  Mary L. Lee Washington, DC
	 	 Destiny	Linzea	Maple	 Baltimore,	MD
	 	 Jasmine	Monique	Martin	 Philadelphia,	PA
  Siani Toni Mitchell Philadelphia, PA
  Marnie R. Moore Philadelphia, PA
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DEGREE CANDIDATES

  Bajon Mosley Chester, PA
  Shakeema Reneé Paris Philadelphia, PA
  Robin D. Pryor Philadelphia, PA
  Shamera N. Reid Philadelphia, PA
  Monique L. Rice Philadelphia, PA
	 	 Khristina	Sherrell	Richardson	 Baltimore,	MD
  Shave’t Bria-Monet Roberts Yonkers, NY
  Kathryn Renee Rodgers Philadelphia, PA
	 	 Tamika	Antoinette	Ross	 Philadelphia,	PA
	 	 Leshay	Roland	 Kennett	Square,	PA
  Janiquah S. Salley Philadelphia, PA
  Sharon Ann Smith** Philadelphia, PA
  Nashae Stewart Philadelphia, PA
  Tahirah Trice-Hill Philadelphia, PA
  April L. Troshak York, PA
  Alexis D. Van Patrick Lawrenceville, NJ
  La’shay Wiley Upper Darby, PA
  Amber Nicole Williams Darby, PA
  Jada Tamira Williams Glenside, PA
  Krystal Young Philadelphia, PA

 Psychology 
  Daizha Marie Bannister Philadelphia, PA
	 	 Deva	Genice	Payne	Bennett	 Pittsburgh,	PA
  Tiara A. Gibson Harrisburg, PA
	 	 Nakiera	Hopkins	 Baltimore,	MD
  Brianna Shantell Logan Lumberton, NJ
  Raeven Aleia Maddox Philadelphia, PA
  Tyler McKenzie Murray Bowie, MD
  Shannisa Oxendine Syracuse, NY
  Asha Denae Rothwell Chester, PA
  Antoine Brockington Smith Philadelphia, PA
  Anthony Ifeanyichukwu Ukaha Philadelphia, PA
 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY & CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
 Anthropology 
  Alliah Janae Blue Slidell, LA
  Taylor Ashley Brookins Turnersville, NJ
  Tiani Maxim Delanco, NJ
 
	 Criminal	Justice 
	 	 Lyric	Ajala	Artis	 Latham,	NY
  Peter Askew** Neptune, NJ
  She’cquan Bailey Denton, MD
  Aaron Richard Bigelow Washington, DC
  Guy-Manno Ciné Jacksonville, FL
  Cameron Claiborne Philadelphia, PA
  Cheyane B. Clark Philadelphia, PA
  Jasmine Denise Copeland Brooklyn, NY
  Asia Niella Crimm Philadelphia, PA
  Georgina Naamuah Decardi-Nelson Alexandria, VA
	 	 Jadayah	Tiffany	Herbert	 Burlington,	NJ
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DEGREE CANDIDATES

	 	 DeAngelo	Houston	 Pittsburgh,	PA
	 	 Jenessa	Chanice	Hunter	 Harrisburg,	PA
	 	 Limoy	S.	James	 Philadelphia,	PA
	 	 Arielle	Elyse	Jennings	 Chester	Springs,	PA
	 	 Tyrell	Anthony	Montgomery	 Neptune,	NJ
	 	 Tochi	Lindsey	Alvine	Nnadi	 Silver	Spring,	MD
	 	 Sean	Obidike	 Bethlehem,	NJ
	 	 De’Quann	Pittman	 Nottingham,	MD
	 	 Tamarkius	A.	Roby	 Indianola,	MS
	 	 Shyneice	Lontáy	Sanders	 Providence,	RI
	 	 Ivery	Isaiah	Tanner	 Hamden,	CT
	 	 Rhamir	L.	Thomas**	 Washington,	PA
	 	 Jaquaina	Williams	 Philadelphia,	PA
	 	 Courtney	Alex	Wright	 Pompano	Beach,	FL
 
 Sociology 
	 	 Taylor	Ashley	Brookins	 Turnersville,	NJ
	 	 Ashley	Anyia	Daye	 Bronx,	NY
	 	 Danielle	Glenn	 Brooklyn,	NY
	 	 Tytiana	Nasha	Jackson	 Philadelphia,	PA
	 	 Destiny	Linzea	Maple	 Baltimore,	MD
	 	 Tiani	Maxim	 Delanco,	NJ
	 	 Rashard	Marquise	Roles	 Baltimore,	MD
	 	 Tatiana	Sharpe	 Brooklyn,	NY
	 	 Tahirah	Trice-Hill	 Philadelphia,	PA
 
DEPARTMENT OF VISUAL & PERFORMING ARTS 
 Visual Arts 
	 	 Ferdinand	M.	Feubodei	 Yenagoa,	Nigeria
	 	 Brittany	E.	Longshore	 Linden,	NJ
	 	 Dorian	J.	Monique	McKinney	 Philadelphia,	PA
	 	 Cornelius	Harding	Pearson	III	 Washington,	DC
	 	 Angel	M.	Wiggins	 Bryn	Mawr,	PA
	 	 Aaqila	Ameera	Youngblood	 Pittsburgh,	PA

HONORARY BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
A	Bachelor	of	Science	degree	is	being	awarded	(posthumously)	to	Allen	J.	Ingram.

		 	 	 			*	August	15,	2017	graduate
	 	 	 **	December	15,	2017	graduate

PROGRAM NOTES
As	final	requirements	cannot	always	be	completed	by	the	time	this	program	is	printed,	these	lists	of	degree	
and	prize	recipients	are	tentative.		The	student’s	transcript	is	the	official	record	of	the	university.
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LATIN HONORS

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
Alexis Aishia Brown
Tiarra D. Campbell
Ceryce Antonia Collie
Fiyinfoluwa Adebusola Gbosibo
Tomell Elijah Harbison
Yolanda Racine Henderson
Sarye Malika Huggins
Nonyelum Victoria Ibik
Mary L. Lee
Mary Gloria Martinie
Capathia Lynne Mason-Edwards
Aliyah Jenille McIlwain
Ayana Juanita McLaren
Prisca C. Obidike
Amanda Okodugha
Segunfunmi B. Oyedele
Teira Marie Pendleton
Kathryn Renee Rodgers
Jared D. Thomas
Anthony Ifeanyichukwu Ukaha
Aaron D. White

MAGNA CUM LAUDE
Nnedi Gabrielle Agubokwu
Richard T. Ajala
Jaden Kent Baird
Adia Lynn Berkel
Taylor Ashley Brookins
Kaela Danyele Brooks
Jordyn Alexis Davis
Maso Denardeus Dodd Jr.
Yolanda M. Grange
LaTessa F. Gray
Nnamdi Ezenwa Ihejirika
Sean Antonio James
Tamarrin Joy Johnson
Stefanie Renée Jordan
Eunice Modukpe Kelome
Diamond Mickle
Gionelly Gerald Mills
Katheleen Nguyen
Joecoline Okechukwu Nwachukwu
Chinonso Amanda Obidike
Otega Owho-Ovuakporie
Briyanna Symone Rison
Siani Savanna Snaith
Madison Marie Washington
Maurice White-Harris
Shantel A. Wong

CUM LAUDE
Juanita I. Allen
Ebipade Ebimobowei Amasuomo
Dariece LaShaye Armstrong
Delonte Armstrong
Aaliyah Simone Auguste
D’Aisha Renee Bates
Talia Rose Best
Nadia Monique Blache
Taylor Irene Brantley
Tymara Joy Burton
Terrell Ellis Carter
Cheyane B. Clark
Deja Monae Cordova
Joslyn Vonetta Cunningham
Shereka S. Ellington
Veronica A. Flemmings
Tiana Foster
JorDonna Alexis Frazier
Nile Isis Anna Garner
Ellisiah Samaah Hall
Michael D. Hall Jr.
Jadayah Tiffany Herbert
Imani Holder-Gaitor
Nijewel Xavier Robin Malcolm Holliday
Nakiera Hopkins
Tytiana Nasha Jackson
Rumeel Jessamy
Jada Elyse Johnson
Zina Yonta Lee
Quetcy Maria Lozada
Jasmine Sierra Newton
Cornelius Harding Pearson III
Brianna Amanda Rivers
Davon Tate
Rhamir L. Thomas
Tahirah Trice-Hill
Ta’afulisia Fa’amatala June Ualotu
Carmen Nina West
Trejha Jhañe Whitfield
Amber Nicole Williams
Javonna Williams

Graduating seniors in good standing who have earned at least 60 credit hours from Lincoln University, and who 
have attained a final cumulative average of 3.80 or higher shall graduate summa cum laude. Those meeting 
the same conditions with a final cumulative average of 3.60 to 3.79 shall graduate magna cum laude. Those 
meeting the same conditions with a final cumulative average of 3.40 to 3.59 shall graduate cum laude.

*Graduating seniors who have earned less than 60 credits from Lincoln and who have attained a final cumulative 
average of at least 3.40 shall graduate with Honors.

Brenda Barnwell
Taylor L. Benns
Robert D. Canady Jr.
Georgina Naamuah Decardi-Neson
Dwain Christopher Jones
David Eugene Joseph
Marnie R. Moore
Robin D. Pryor
Dimita T. Pugh
Monique L. Rice
April L. Troshak

*GRADUATION HONORS
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HONOR SOCIETIES

ALPHA KAPPA DELTA – 
INTERNATIONAL 
SOCIOLOGICAL SOCIETY
Taylor Ashley Brookins
Guy-Manno Ciné
Cheyane B. Clark
Georgina Naamuah Decardi-Nelson
Jadayah Tiffany Herbert
Tytiana Nasha Jackson
Tahirah Trice-Hill

ALPHA MU GAMMA
Dariece LaShaye Armstrong
Alexis Llewellyn Stewart Brown
Nakiera Hopkins
Serena Mercedes Melendrez
Anthony Ifeanyichukwu Ukaha

BETA BETA BETA NATIONAL 
BIOLOGICAL HONOR 
SOCIETY
Nnedi Gabrielle Agubokwu
Amber Monique Cale
Ceryce Antonia Collie
JorDonna Alexis Frazier
Nile Isis Anna Garner
Michael D. Hall Jr.
Nijewel Xavier Robin Malcolm Holliday
Nonyelum Victoria Ibik
Nnamdi Ezenwa Ihejirika
Ayana Juanita McLaren
Chinonso Amanda Obidike
Prisca C. Obidike
Siani Savanna Snaith

KAPPA DELTA PI 
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION 
HONOR SOCIETY
Sloan Kayla Dantzler
Neville L. Hill-Brown
Ruth Noelle Jean
Dominique Sherri McGirt
Keia S. Miller
David M. Patterson

Juanita Barbara Peek
Simone Moneak Roads
George Edward Ward
Anita L. Williams

PI GAMMA MU 
INTERNATIONAL HONOR 
SOCIETY IN THE SOCIAL 
SCIENCES
Muslimah Abdul-Jabbar
Safiallah W. Abdullah
Stacey Talisha Boyd
Lafleur D. Brown
Ebenezer Diabene
Nafisah Kicha Downs
Justice N. Ellis
Denise N. Fontain-King
Jamesetta C. Goll
Rashidia De’Kia Green
Tarik Harris
Bridina S. Holloway
Ashley Lynn Lane
Chante’ S. Lester
Eugene L. Lett Sr.
Khaleef Y. Long
Nola Siedah McEachin
Kia Marie Miller
Carlos Israel Ramos
Quovadis Camaro Saunders
Sierra Lynn Savage
Taneisha A. Spain
Stephan L. Stockton
Matthew Thomas III
Rosetta Christine Tucker
Mia Williams

PSI CHI – NATIONAL 
PSYCHOLOGY HONOR 
SOCIETY
Daizha Marie Bannister
Nakiera Hopkins
Anthony Ifeanyichukwu Ukaha
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HONOR SOCIETIES

SIGMA BETA DELTA INTERNATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY IN 
BUSINESS, MANAGEMENT, AND ADMINISTRATION

Graduate
Courtney Avrey Collins

Christian L. Forde
Donna Sue Johnson

Penela Ormilie Gbessiwed Kodjogbe
Shakuwra Randolph-Ilyaas

Khairi D. Scott
Chelsea A. Small

LaTanya Nicole Smith
Timiko Lynn Stallings 
Ameena Thompson

Lenderrick M. Thompson
Orlando La’Ron Wilson

Undergraduate
Joslyn Vonetta Cunningham

Yolanda M. Grange
Zina Yonta Lee

Quetcy Maria Lozada
Shantel A. Wong

SIGMA TAU DELTA HONOR SOCIETY
Tauheed J. Alim
Jaden Kent Baird

Jordyn Alexis Davis 
Nydaaja S. Davis

Maso Denardeus Dodd Jr.
LaTessa F. Gray

Nonyelum Victoria Ibik
Tytiana Nasha Jackson
Tamarrin Joy Johnson

Ayana J. McLaren
Gionelly Gerald Mills
Jarrel Meshac Strong
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2017-2018

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS
The Honorable Tom Wolf*

Governor, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
The Honorable Pedro Rivera**

Secretary of Education, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Brenda A. Allen, Ph.D., ’81

President, Lincoln University

Mr. Robert A. Allen ‘80
Robert L. Archie, Jr. ’65, Esq.
Ms. Stephanie Mays Boyd
Rachel E. Branson ’99, Esq., Secretary
Ms. Theresa R. Braswell ’84, Chairlady
Mr. Gerald Bruce ’78
Mr. Mack A. Cauthen ’75
Ms. Terri Dean, Vice Chair
Ms. Dawn A. Holden Woods ’00
Mr. Dimitrius M. Hutcherson
Mr. James W. Jordan ’88
The Honorable Harry Lewis, Jr.

     

Ms. Kimberly A. Lloyd ’94
Mr. Gionelly Mills ’18, Student Representative
The Honorable Nathaniel C. Nichols  
Rev. Dr. Frances E. Paul ’79, Assistant Secretary
Mr. Kenneth A. Poole ’73
Ms. Sandra F. Simmons
Mr. James G. O. Sumner  
Dr. Deborah C. Thomas ’76, Parliamentarian
The Honorable W. Curtis Thomas
Mr. Kevin E. Vaughan 
Mr. Joseph V. Williams, Jr. ’68

 

Non-Voting Members

EMERITUS TRUSTEES
Dr. William E. Bennett ’50 

Dr. Walter D. Chambers ’52 
Dr. Theodore Robb 

Mr. William A. Robinson ’42 
Dr. Kenneth M. Sadler ’71

*Governor’s Representative
Ms. Rosalie I. Hornbuckle ’83

**Secretary of Education’s Representative
Mr. Noe Ortega

 

FACULTY REPRESENTATIVE TO THE BOARD
Ms. Sophia Sotilleo ’10
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

PRESIDENT’S  CABINET
President

Brenda A. Allen, Ph.D.

Chief of Staff
Diane M. Brown, MHS

 

 

 

DEAN
Patricia A. Joseph, Ph.D.

MARSHALS

 

CANDIDATE  ANNOUNCER
Ms. Nikoia Forde
Ms. Evelyn Poe

COMMENCEMENT COORDINATION
Dr. Patricia Ramsey, Chair

Ms. Kim Anderson
Ms. Marion Bernard-Amos
Mr. Brian Bernas 
Mr. Devin Bonner
Mr. Alan Box
Ms. Diane Brown
Ms. Reachell Chambers
Mr. Timothy Chambers
Ms. Kathy Clark
Mr. James Connor
Prof. Kennie Edwards

Ms. Ruth Evans 
Rev. Dr. Frederick T. Faison
Dr. Dana Flint
Dr. Camilla Horne
Mr. Neal Hough
Ms. Laura King 
Ms. Jernice Lea
Dr. Christine Limb
Ms. Caprice Love
Dr. Marlayne Manley
Ms. Jackie McNeil 

Ms. Shelley Mix
Ms. Evelyn Poe
Ms. Lynn Powell
Mr. Michael Reed
Ms. Sue Reed 
Mr. Charles Ricketts 
Ms. Catherine Rutledge
Ms. Sophia Sotilleo 
Ms. Maureen Stokes
Ms. Amy Taylor
Dr. Kimberly Taylor-Benns 

Dr. Dana Flint, Head Marshal 
Ms. Kim Anderson
Prof. Kennie Edwards
Ms. Jernice Lea 

Dr. Christine Limb 
Dr. Marlayne Manley
Dr. Kimberly Taylor-Benns

Provost and Vice President for 
Academic Affairs

Patricia Pierce Ramsey, Ph.D.

Dean of Students & Associate Vice President 
for Student Affairs

Lenetta Lee, Ph.D.

University Chaplain
Rev. Frederick T. Faison, Ed.D.

Vice President for Fiscal Affairs
Charles T. Gradowski, CPA

Director of Public Safety
Ruth Evans

Director of Athletics
Harry O. Stinson

Vice President for Institutional Advancement
Stephen McDaniel, CFRE (Interim)

Mellissia Zanjani, Ph.D., CFRE 
(Vice Presidential Appointee)





Alma Mater
by A. Dennee Bibb, 1911

 

Dear Lincoln, Dear Lincoln,  

To Thee we’ll e’er be true.  

The golden hours we spent beneath  

The dear old Orange and Blue,  

Will live for e’er in memory,  

As guiding stars through life;  

For thee, our Alma Mater dear,  

We’ll rise in our might.  

For we love ev’ry inch of thy sacred soil, 

Ev’ry tree on thy campus green;  

And for thee with our might  

We will ever toil  

That thou mightest be supreme.  

We’ll raise thy standard to the sky, 

Midst glory and honor to fly.  

And constant and true  

We will live for thee anew,  

Our dear old Orange and Blue.  

Hail! Hail! Lincoln. 
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