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Using Visual C++ Integrated Development Environment- by Dr. Huq
We are going to use Microsoft Visual C++ 6.0 application to develop, debug and run C++ programs we are going to write in this course. This application can be used to develop all kinds of C++ programs. Since our goal is to learn how to write C++ codes, we will use the most ground-to-earth environment that puts full focus on the codes. This is what is known Win 32 Console application. A program developed in this environment uses a console window (command window) for all input and output.

Organizing Program Files

When you create a new C++ program using Visual C++, it creates a number of files and folders automatically for you at a location chosen by you. A sloppy practice is to choose the desktop or inside another folder for this location. Visual C++ may be configured to choose a default location on the C drive. But it is preferable you choose own location that you can readily identify and access.

Here we will find how to create the folder for the location on the C drive (you could choose other locations like flash drive or a network drive)

Step 1

Open My Computer to display
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Click on Local Disk(C:) (your PC may have a different name for C drive) to open
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Step 2

Right click anywhere inside the window. This will open drop down menu. Select New ( Folder. 
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This would display
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Change the name New Folder to CSC158 Assignments
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You could choose any other name. However, it is very strongly recommended that you use this name for consistency with the class. This completes creation of a folder for all C++ programs you are going to write 

Microsoft Visual C++ 6.0 Environment

Opening the application

If you have a Microsoft Visual C++ icon (shortcut) on your desktop, double click it. If not, go to Start ( All Programs ( Microsoft Visual Studio 6.0 ( Microsoft Visual C++ 6.0
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This will open the application
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You may have a somewhat different window depending on the program setting.

Select New from Files menu. This would display
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This allows you to choose a project type and give it a name. Since we are going to develop a console application, select Win32 Console Application and enter a project name.
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Note we are not at the correct location. To get to the right location, click on the button with (…) under location. This would open
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Select CSC158_Assignments (or the name you have given your folder). See how the correct location appears
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Now click OK. The following screen would appear
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Keep choice An empty project and click Finish. The following screen would inform you what has been done
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Click OK. Now if open you folder (CSC158_Assignments, if you have taken my advice) you will find that a folder with the project name (Welcome, in our case) has automatically been created

Now you are back to the screen
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There is file in the application yet. So you need to create your file(s). Select New from Files menu. This would show with the Files tab showing. If are in another tab, you should select the Files tab. We are going to create C++ source file. So select C++ Source File   
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Enter an appropriate name for the file. Since this is our first file for the project, you could select the same name as the project. We have chosen welcome. In C++ this is not the same as Welcome.
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When you click OK you get a blank window to write your code
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We have written the codes for a very simple program
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Now to test your program and run it, first choose Compile welcome.cpp (if you have chosen a different file name that would appear)
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Note since our program is correct, the bottom window says 0 errors. If you made errors in the code, it will show the number of errors and brief description of the errors.

Next we create the executable. For this select Build Welcome.exe (if you have chosen a different file name that would appear) 
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Finally to run the program, select Execute Welcome.exe from Build Menu. You can also press Ctrl F5 instead. And your program would run  
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Remember that menu items have keyboard shortcuts. You can use them instead of selecting from menu. However, you need to remember these shortcuts. 

Now just to see what Microsoft Visual C++ 6.0 has done for you, open the Welcome folder (for our chosen project name) 
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The files are for use by Microsoft Visual C++ 6.0 . The code you have created is in Welcome.cpp. To check open this file using Notepad. If you double click on this file, Microsoft Visual C++ 6.0 would open with the file displayed

